
 
 
 

 

New Hope-Sole bury School District 
Special Education Committee Minutes 

April 12, 2016—6:00PM  
District Office Conference Room 

 
Attendance 
 
 School Board – Jennifer Gormley (Chair), Mark Cowell 
 Administration – Dr. Yanni, Dr. Cortellessa, Dr. McKenna 
 Committee Members – Dr. Jennifer Wind, Jackie Miller, Nancy Lawson, Deborah 

Peckman, Patty Reidy, Dr. Howard Savin, Michelle Reynolds, Kristine Quinby 
 Presenters – None 
 Public – Stan Marcus 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Gormley at 6:00PM.  Mrs. Gormley 
announced that the meeting was being audio recorded.   
 
The minutes from the March 8, 2016 were approved. 

 
 

Old Business 
 

 Mrs. Gormley reviewed the conversation from the last meeting where the 
differences between licensed social workers and licensed clinical workers 
were discussed.  Further, Mrs. Gormley and Dr. Yanni discussed that clinical 
social workers typically function in therapeutic services.  Finally, Mrs. 
Gormley and Dr. Yanni discussed that we spoke about BCBA (behavior) 
services. 
 

 
New Business 

 
 Dr. Yanni announced that pending board approval, Alyssa Marton will be our 

new Director of Special Education.   
 Mrs. Gormley and Dr. Yanni presented the cost-benefit analysis of contracting 

BCBA services versus bringing them in-house.   
 Mrs. Quinby spoke in support of a contracted employee because there is 

flexibility. 
 Dr. Wind discussed how contracted employees have a network from their 

organization to support them when they work with cases. 



 
 Mrs. Gormely indicated that she would not be in favor of contracting with the 

Bucks County Intermediate Unit. 
 Mrs. Quinby spoke to the flexibility of having 2 people split the 5 days per 

week to meet all students’ needs. 
 The committee agreed to discuss this issue with Alyssa Marton, our new 

Director of Special Education.  We can make preliminary decisions at our 
May meeting. 

 Mrs. Gormley turned the conversation to post-secondary transitioning and 
programs for students.  It was discussed that these “programs” are child 
specific and community-based.  The district will work to increase the 
intensity of these programs in the coming year. 

 Finally, Mrs. Gormely announced that the Bullying Ad Hoc committee will 
meet on April 20th.  Dr. Yanni discussed the function of the first meeting will 
be to examine the district’s bullying policy and related ARs.  Then, in a 
subsequent meeting, we will develop a framework for how to respond to 
positive behavior and deal with instances of true bullying. 

 
 
Public comment: 
 

 None 
 

 
Mrs. Gormley adjourned the meeting at 7:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D. 
Superintendent  


